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message	 from	 the	perspective	of	 “the	margins	of	 society”	 (ix).	His	work	
attempts	 to	 respond	 to	his	observation	 that	he	knew	of	no	 such	work.	 In	
the	introduction,	he	lays	out	one	of	his	primary	arguments:	Jonah	is	a	book	
about	reconciliation.	His	reading	presents	this	as	reconciliation	in	a	context	
of unequal distribution of power – as exemplified by the Israelite, Jonah, 





“It is important to recognize that those who benefit from the present 
power structures cannot be relied upon to define reconciliation,” says the 
author,	“or	 to	determine	how	to	go	about	achieving	 it”	(2).	He	advocates	
no	cheap	“peace”	that	does	not	engage	injustice:	“A	desire	to	‘forgive	and	
















Chapter three, “Reflecting on Jonah,” brings together the author’s 
profound interest in reconciliation as a Christian reality with the difficult 
“praxis”	of	justice	–	reconciliation	never	cancels	the	need	for	change,	in	his	
reading. Chapter four, “Praying through Jonah,” clarifies that reconciliation 
must be initiated only by the oppressed: “Those who presently benefit from 
the existing social order lack the objectivity and moral authority to define 
reconciliation	or	even	recognize	the	need	for	reconciliation….”	(88).	The	
author	seems	to	accept	nothing	short	of	revolutionary	change	for	authentic	




up his sense of hopelessness in the final chapter. 
Chapter five, “Pitfalls Jonah Should Avoid,” includes comments 
about	 internal	 politics	 in	 various	 ethnic	 and	 cultural	 minorities,	 as	 well	







In the final chapter, “Case Studies,” the author offers stories of 
attempts	 by	 individuals	 to	 seek	 social	 change	 and	 raises	 questions	 about	











Reading	 as	 a	 Quaker	 informed	 by	 Anabaptist	 theology,	 I	 honor	
individual	acts	of	faith	–	attempts	to	live	an	alternative	reality	within	the	rigid	
systems	of	oppression	–	 and	 that	 same	Anabaptist	 conscience	 sometimes	
wonders	if	this	is	the	best	to	be	hoped	for.	I	will	not	minimize	or	trivialize	
such	 individual	 actions	 only	 because	 they	 fall	 short	 of	 the	 revolution.	
Further,	I	am	not	in	sympathy	with	an	exclusively	racialized	social	analysis	


















The essays are uniform in their affirmation that it is possible, and 
sometimes	 desirable,	 for	 Christians	 to	 abstain	 from	 voting.	 The	 nine	
contributors	make	the	case	for	abstention	from	voting	in	a	variety	of	ways	
from	a	rich	array	of	Christian	perspectives.	
Indeed,	 one	 of	 the	 book’s	 most	 interesting	 features	 is	 the	 breadth	
of	 ecclesial	 perspectives	 represented.	 Authors	 come	 from	 Mennonite,	
Pentecostal,	 Catholic,	 Baptist,	 and	 intentional	 Christian	 community	




The authors offer a wide range of critiques of voting. Some reflect 




of	 American	 presidential	 elections	 have	 affected	 conversations	 in	 our	
churches.	John	D.	Roth’s	well-known	essay,	which	begins	the	collection,	is	
the	best	example	of	this	concern.	Others	offer	critiques	of	the	candidates	we	
